
Colleton Preparatory Academy – 2024 Summer Reading for Middle School

 Rising 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students are required to read the book given book by 
Thursday, August 15, 2024

 Students will complete an in-class assignment for the required book that will be worth
one major grade toward the first quarter average.

 Please contact Mrs. Meredith Odum at modum@colletonprep.org if you have any
questions.

Rising 6th grader must read The Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 

Jess Aarons' greatest ambition is to be the fastest runner in his grade. He's been practicing all 
summer and can't wait to see his classmates' faces when he beats them all. But on the first day of 
school, a new girl boldly crosses over to the boys' side and outruns everyone. That's not a very 
promising beginning for a friendship, but Jess and Leslie Burke become inseparable. Together 
they create Terabithia, a magical kingdom in the woods where the two of them reign as king and 
queen, and their imaginations set the only limits.

Rising 7th grader must read Hatchet, Gary Paulsen 

Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged father when the pilot of his small prop plane 
suffers a heart attack. Brian is forced to crash-land the plane in a lake--and finds himself stranded 
in the remote Canadian wilderness with only his clothing and the hatchet his mother gave him as 
a present before his departure. Brian had been distraught over his parents' impending divorce and 
the secret he carries about his mother, but now he is truly desolate and alone. Exhausted, 
terrified, and hungry, Brian struggles to find food and make a shelter for himself. He has no 
special knowledge of the woods, and he must find a new kind of awareness and patience as he 
meets each day's challenges. Is the water safe to drink? Are the berries he finds poisonous? 
Slowly, Brian learns to turn adversity to his advantage--an invading porcupine unexpectedly 
shows him how to make fire, a devastating tornado shows him how to retrieve supplies from the 
submerged airplane. Most of all, Brian leaves behind the self-pity he has felt about his 
predicament as he summons the courage to stay alive. A story of survival and of transformation, 
this riveting book has sparked many a reader's interest in venturing into the wild.

Rising 8th grader must read Just a Drop of Water by Kerry O’Malley Cerra 

Ever since he was little, Jake Green has longed to be a soldier and a hero like his grandpa, who 
died serving his country. Right now, though, he just wants to outsmart—and outrun—the rival 
cross country team, the Palmetto Bugs. But then the tragedy of September 11 happens. It’s 
quickly discovered that one of the hijackers lived nearby, making Jake’s Florida town an FBI hot 
spot. Two days later, the tragedy becomes even more personal when Jake’s best friend, Sam 
Madina, is pummeled for being an Arab Muslim by their bully classmate, Bobby. According to 
Jake’s personal code of conduct, anyone who beats up your best friend is due for a butt kicking, 
and so Jake goes after Bobby. But soon after, Sam’s father is detained by the FBI and Jake’s 
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mom doubts the innocence of Sam’s family, forcing Jake to choose between his best friend and 
his parents. When Jake finds out that Sam’s been keeping secrets, too, he doesn’t know who his 
allies are anymore. But the final blow comes when his grandpa’s real past is revealed to Jake. 
Suddenly, everything he ever knew to be true feels like one big lie. In the end, he must decide: 
either walk away from Sam and the revenge that Bobby has planned, or become the hero he’s 
always aspired to be.  Just a Drop of Water brings the events of September 11, which shook the 
world, into the lens of a young boy who is desperately trying to understand the ramifications of 
this life-altering event.




